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Cromwell protected them against Manchester's Presbyterian chaplains and against the hostility of Presbyterian officers. In March, 1644, when Major-General Crawford cashiered the lieutenant-colonel of his regiment on the ground that he was an Anabaptist, Cromwell at once remonstrated. If any military offence were chargeable upon the lieutenant-colonel, he must be tried by court-martial; if none, Crawford must restore him to his command. " Admit he be an Anabaptist, shall that render him incapable to serve the public ? Sir, the State in choosing men to serve it, takes no notice of their opinions; if they be willing to serve it faithfully, that suffices." Six months later, after a second quarrel with Crawford on the same subject, Cromwell procured from Parliament what was known as " the Accommodation Order/' A committee was to be appointed
" to take into consideration the differences in opinion of the members of the Assembly of Divines in point of Church government, and to endeavour a union if it be possible ; and in case that cannot be done, to endeavour the finding out some way, how far tender consciences, who cannot in all things submit to the common rule which shall be established, may be borne with according to the Word, and as may stand with the public peace " (September 13, 1644).
After every victory of the " New Model," Cromwell reminded Parliament of the necessity of legally establishing the toleration which this vote promised. " Honest men served you faithfully in this action," he wrote from the field of Naseby ; " they are trusty;